
Soccer arrived in Latin America in the late 1800s with a large influx of
Europeans. Since then, it has exploded in popularity, dominating as the
most popular sport (by a large margin) in almost all Latin American
countries. 

Soccer started as a sport played mainly by affluent Europeans but
quickly spread throughout the culture, its low barrier to entry allowing
for people of all socioeconomic classes to play. 

Latin America has had a long, complex history of race and class issues
that have divided people. Soccer has become intertwined with Latin
American culture as it has acted as a common interest for people of all
races, origins, and cultures. 

Bridging gaps and prejudices that are commonplace in countries such
as Brazil and Argentina. Because of this power, soccer has acted as
almost a religion or major cultural component that people from all over
Latin America can come together over sport.
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 A performance can be artful, active,
and/or competitive. Anthropologist
Ajeet Jaiswal (2019) describes the
anthropology of sports as the study of
human growth and development. If
sports is a performance, one also sees
that each performance is unique to the
performer. Each athlete is part of a
more significant cultural
stage/performance that influences
(global) society.

Examples:

For most of documented human
history, sports have been a
significant part of the human
experience for both audience and
participants. Archaeological
artifacts about sports, including
colosseums, weapons, and artistic
representations of competition,
have been traced back to China as
early as 2000 BCE. 

These ancient sports featured
matches that tested performers'
strength, stamina, and techniques,
such as foot races and physical
fights.

 “Fútbol,” is by and large the most
popular sport among Latino
communities in the United States.

“When you leave another country,
your old ways of being become
broken, destabilized, and you get a
feeling of dislocation,” said David
Trouille, professor of sociology at
James Madison University in Virginia
and author of the book Futbol in the
Park: Immigrants, Soccer and the
Creation of Social Ties (University of
Chicago Press, 2021). 

“[For immigrants] soccer became a
basis for performing social
relationships, and also of reclaiming a
sense of selves.”  

"Soccer is a feast for the eyes that watch it and a joy
for the body that plays it — The ball laughs, radiant, in
the air. He brings her down, puts her to sleep, showers
her with compliments, dances with her, and seeing
such things never before seen his admirers pity their
unborn grandchildren who will never see them."-
Eduardo galeano

FUTBOL & DIASPORAS 

FUTBOL IN LATIN AMERICA

EVOLUTION OF SPORTSSPORT IS CULTURAL
 PERFORMANCE

WWW.MELTHESTORYDOC .COM

From the first analogies between the game
of football and its rules with rituals of so-

called primitive cultures, the
anthropological study of football

developed into a relatively encompassing
approach that includes an interest in all
the actors who establish the game as a
public, cultural good – players, experts,

supporters, journalists, organizers, etc. –
as well as its various cultural

manifestations,
 

 in the form of a tool for constructing
identity and cultural symbol, a leisure
activity with ties to the economy, to a

specific apotheosis of the concepts of
globalization and commodification of

culture.
 

As a worldwide sport, soccer provides an
opportunity to help ease pressures for
people in challenging environments.  
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